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Metacomet (King Philip) 1671
Metacomet was the second son of Massasoit. He became a chief in 1662 when his brother Wamsutta (or King Alexander) died. At first he sought to live in harmony with the colonists. As a sachem, he took the lead in much of his tribes' trade with the colonies. He adopted the European name of Philip, and bought his clothes in Boston.
Finally, in 1671 the colonial leaders of the Plymouth Colony forced major concessions from him. He surrendered much of his tribe's guns and ammunition, and agreed that his people were subject to English law. The encroachment continued until hostilities broke out in 1675. Metacomet led the opponents of the English, with the goal of stopping Puritan expansion.  There were increasing conflicts over use of land, Puritan settlements on native land that chased away game, and other tensions between two quite different cultures. As the colonists’ numbers grew, King Philip with some followers took refuge in southern Massachusetts. Here he held out for a time, with his family and remaining followers.

Metacomet was hunted by a group of rangers led by Captain Benjamin Church. He was fatally shot by a praying Indian named John Alderman, on August 12, 1676, in a swamp near Mount Hope in Bristol, Rhode Island. After his death, his wife and nine-year-old son were captured and sold as slaves in Bermuda. Philip's head was mounted on a pike at the entrance to Fort Plymouth, where it remained for more than two decades. His body was cut into quarters and hung in trees. Alderman was given Metacomet's right hand as a reward

Stereotypes in Image:

Year created 1911: racism, prejudice, stereotypes about natives still strong.

Native Headdress (one shown is a Sioux), Natives sitting “Indian-Style,” the Peace Pipe, Arms Across Chest

Headdress Worn By Wampanoag Sachem


